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UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH DAKOTA  

                           Behind the Scenes, Archives and Special Collections  
                                               University of South Dakota constructed an observatory one hundred years ago, in 1917. 
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Thank you to our Friends and Supporters
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Alumni and friends of the university generously support both the University Libraries and the Wegner Health Science 

Information Center. Gifts to the libraries help acquire books and other scholarly resources used by students, faculty, and 

medical professionals; contribute to assistantships for graduate students who work with library faculty and staff on 

digitization projects, preparing archival and oral history collections for research, and technology projects that support 

teaching and learning; and help preserve archival collections that are unique to the University of South Dakota, and used 

by faculty, students, and scholars throughout the United States and beyond. 
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Sam Herley, SDOHC curator, served as a program committee member to help plan and organize the Oral 
History Association Annual Meeting that took place in Minneapolis, Minnesota, on October 4-7, 2017. The 
theme for this year's conference was "Engaging Audiences: Oral History and the Public." He also served as 
chair of a panel entitled “Panel Power and Methodology in American Indian Oral History Projects” and led 
the audience in a discussion on the challenges and necessities of oral history projects in Native American 
communities. Herley also attended a presentation by John Little, a USD graduate and former student of his 
who has conducted oral histories of Native American veterans living in South Dakota. 
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Virgil Massman, director of libraries, center.  University President I.D. Weeks, right. 
University of South Dakota Archives and Special Collections 

A Look Back… 
 50 Years Ago 
 

Archival Collections 
Incorporated into 
Class Assignments

Graduate Students 
Assist in Creating 
Finding Aid

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Yankton, S.D. 
High School 
History Day 

 

• October 25, 2017 
• 72 students 
• Theme: Conflict and 

Compromise in History 

Students rotated through four 
stations at the library to learn 

how to find resources in 
Government Documents, 

SDOHC, Archives & Special 
Collections, print & databases 
in the morning, and continued 

researching and locating 
sources during the afternoon. 
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Thursday SDLA 2017 Luncheon Session at the Cedar Shore Resort in Chamberlain, S.D. Dr. Craig Howe of CAIRNS was the speaker. 
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