Samantha Ostman was born in Duluth, Minnesota. She was raised in Brainerd, MN, and later in Sioux Falls, South Dakota. She has been interested in art and music for as long as she remembers, and would draw with her younger sister on copy paper every day after school while their mother read to them. Charlie Bone, Spiderwick, Harry Potter. Her interest in art grew, and when it was eventually time to go off to college, Ostman decided she wanted to study to be a painter.

At the University of South Dakota, Ostman took painting classes under the tutelage of artists Klaire Pearson and Amber Hansen. Through the years her love of painting only grew, but it took a while for her to come up with a subject that captured her attention. During her junior year, she decided to start painting female mixed martial arts fighters, MMA being Ostman's favorite sport, and that is the focus of her work today. The goal of this work is to shift the perception of these women fighters. They are her heroes, and she wants to use her voice as an artist to lift them up and represent them in a positive light for the world to see.

[bookmark: _GoBack]In the future, Ostman wants to display her work in MMA spaces - event centers, gyms, etc. - and she also wants to teach young kids about confidence, self love, and empowerment through practising art.
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